The Brazilian Computer Society (SBC) has played an important role in the development of the field of Computer Music in Brazil and South America. Back in the early 1990s, an emerging group of computer scientists and electroacoustic musicians approached SBC to establish a special interest group within SBC. The idea was warmly welcomed and NUCOM was created (short for NÚcleo de COmputação e Música, in Portuguese). Thanks to SBC we have been able to stage the annual (now bi-annual) Brazilian Symposia on Computer Music, whose first edition dates back to 1994. Today these symposia are internationally recognised as an important event in the field. For those interested in learning more about the be origins of NUCOM and the symposia are invited to read the paper "The Brazilian Group for Computer Music Research: A Proto-History" by Dr Carlos Palombini, which appeared in 2000 in Leonardo Music Journal, Vol. 10, published by MIT Press.
To celebrate the 15 th anniversary of NUCOM, we have been granted the unprecedented opportunity to publish an entire issue of the Journal of the Brazilian Computer Society on the topic of Computer Music. We received a number of submissions from all corners of Brazil, six of which were selected by an international review panel for publication. Each paper was thoroughly reviewed by at least three members of the panel. On behalf of NUCOM, the editors of this issue would also like to thank SBC for its valuable support and the opportunity to showcase in this journal a sample of our thriving research activity. Enjoy!
